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OBITUARY

Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Feeney, 1918–2000

Mary Elizabeth Feeney, better
known as Betty, former director of
Yale Medical Library (now the Har-
vey Cushing/John Hay Whitney
Medical Library), died on March
17, 2000; she was eighty-one.
Among the other positions she held
during her career were director of
the New England Regional Medical
Library Service (NERMLS) at Har-
vard University and associate di-
rector of the library at the New
York Academy of Medicine.

Betty Feeney was born in Kansas
City, Missouri, on September 15,
1918. She attended the College of
St. Elizabeth in Convent Station,
New Jersey, and completed her
bachelor’s degree in English and
sociology at the University of Penn-
sylvania in 1947, following service
during World War II as a lieutenant
in the U.S. Navy Women’s Reserve.
She participated in the Professional
Training Program in Research Li-
brarianship at the University of
Pennsylvania from 1947 to 1949
and then became head of the uni-
versity library’s Reserve Books De-

partment, where she served for two
years.

Betty entered health sciences li-
brarianship in 1952, as librarian at
the University of Pennsylvania
Hospital. In 1962, she was appoint-
ed assistant librarian at the library
of the College of Physicians of Phil-
adelphia under Elliott Morse. Two
years later, she moved to a similar
library, that of the New York Acad-
emy of Medicine, where she served
as associate director under Gertru-
de Annan.

In 1970, Harold Bloomquist, di-
rector of the Countway Library of
Medicine at Harvard, named her to
succeed the author as director of
NERMLS, and she stayed in that
post until 1977. Following the de-
parture of Stanley Truelson from
Yale Medical Library, she became
director of that library until her re-
tirement in 1985. Afterward, she
lived in West Hartford, Connecti-
cut. Her closest surviving relative is
a cousin.

Betty was a long-time member of
the Medical Library Association

and served on the Committee on
Advanced Seminars and on the
Committee on Continuing Educa-
tion. She was also a member of the
Special Libraries Association and of
the Catholic Library Association.
She was the assistant editor of Cath-
olic Library World from 1956 to 1958.
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